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By Richard Cribben 

 

Our 1966 GT 350 H (replica) started its life in Dearborn, MI in November 1965, as 
base Springtime Yellow, A-code convertible. It spent the next (30) years 
In Indianapolis, IN until it was sold to another Indiana native, who now lived in 
Northern Illinois. That it where I came in… 
 
Responding to an ad in a local newspaper (this was 1998 and I did not even have a 
cell phone yet), I struck a deal with the owner to buy it. This was my first 
convertible and I was excited to have a vintage Mustang once again. That excitement 
blinded me to some hidden flaws, but overall it was a fairly solid car from the “Rust 
Belt”. 
This was actually my 7th Mustang, my first being a 1965 Coupe, that I bought with 
my yard work savings, in the fall of 1968.  That first car was traded for a 1966 
coupe, which had most available options, including A/C.  Surprisingly, my father ( a 
cross between  a famous religious figure and a hippy of the day) bought an almost 
new 1969 Mach 1, but did not like it. We swapped cars and some cash and I got the 
Mach. Not too long after that, my father totaled the ’66…Interesting, the parent 
smashing up the teenagers’ car…but I digress. Several years later, that ’66 Mustang 
became a parts car and eventually grafted into a ‘65 six-cylinder coupe, which I had 
no title for. The carcass was then crushed (hey, this was Chicago where the bone 
yards were run by bad guys…) 
So enough about Mustangs I wished I kept and back to our current GT 350 H replica 
convertible story. After buying the once Springtime yellow “A” code 289 premium 
fuel 3 spd, I did some minor repairs and set off to get a basic paint job. It was classic 
“mission creep”, leading to a 90% vehicle restoration. It was not my original intent 
to make it a Shelby clone, but the restoration shop talked me in to it, since my 
concept was going into that direction anyway. I liked the clean badge-less lines, 
which I was now getting on all my new sheet metal. 
 
Over the next 3-4 years, further performance, suspension and safety features were 
added. Having greatly exceeded my original budget on body panels, etc, I wanted to 
keep the fit and finish intact, so every possible stiffener available was added. Full-
length sub-frame connectors (frame rails actually) were welded in along with a 
custom four-point roll bar.  Heavy duty springs; shocks and anti-sway bars front and 
rear were added along with a new export brace and Monte Carlo bar. The whole 
driveline was upgraded, to include a W/C T-5 transmission and an Auburn 350 
limited slip differential.  More recently, a replacement engine was necessary along 
with further carb and ignition upgrades, etc. 
My wife Li and I enjoy going on cruises and other club activities. To help in that 
effort and make the road trips more comfortable, the standard interior was 
upgraded to the stock looking sport seats, which include the extra bolster. Some of 
our  



Long road trips included the MCA national show in Van Nuys, CA in 2009 and the 
Mustang 50th in Las Vegas (see photos).  
We do our best to maintain the Mustang and hope to enjoy it for many years to 
come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


