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       A Monthly Publication of the Copperstate Mustang Club 

                 www.copperstatemustangclub.com  
           April  2009    

 

Mustang of the Month:  A pony named “Hell Horse” 
By Terry Miller 

This story starts all to 
appropriately in 1964.  I 
have always joked that 
my affection for the 
Mustang was fate in 
action as I, too was 
born in late 64 and 
prefer to call myself a 
64½ model. My first 
Mustang…. Second car, 
was a ‘69 Grande with a 
302 packed under the 
hood. The car was red 
with a black vinyl top. 
The interior was black 

with the wood grain dash. I had a blast with that c ar until I broke a shock tower and 
could not afford to fix it, but I was hooked. My ne xt Mustang came after too long of 
a wait and was a ‘97 red 5 speed 6 cylinder coupe w ith tan interior which my wife 
and I bought new and even with the six cylinder was  a blast to drive… got a ticket 
in this car for smoking… yes smoking the tires. I a lso got a ticket for speeding in 
some Podunk town in Illinois  
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                          Club Officers  
 
President               Dave Jacobelli          480-833-4277 
Vice President      Steve Bateman          602-840-3694 
Secretary               Trisha Kurish            480-286-8880 
Treasurer               Becky Field               480-813-6838
Sgt. at Arms          Nick Disanti               480-278-0583 
                  Copperstate Board of Directors  
Bob Ancell                                              480-983-2510 
Chris Bresciani                                       602-309-0814 
Darel Johnson                                        602-595-2621 
Dan Martorano                                       602-828-0340 
Sarah Talahongva                 talahongva05@yahoo.com 
                             Board Alternates  
Rick Shopmier , Andy Sievers 
                           
                              Racing Division  
Andy Sievers                                          602-544-0192 
 
                        Welcoming Committee  
Becky Field                                             480-813-6838 
 

                     MCA Representative      
Chris Bresciani                                        602-309-0814
 
                          Parade Coordinator  
Fabian Pugliese                                      623-594-1657 
  
              Az. Automobile Hobbyist Council Rep . 
Caroline Wells                                         623-583-1425
 
                              Newsletter Staff  
Dave Jacobelli, Chris Bresciani Scott and Paige Nett 
Technical Advisor…. Hank Gallo 
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  “Hot Line” … (480)756-3522   
 

The date is Sunday October 14, 1979, a small ad 
is placed in the Arizona Republic Newspaper (see 
enclosed). It simply says “A meeting will be held 
on Sunday October 21st at 10am. The meeting 
place, Valley National Bank at 44th Street and 
Camelback parking lot for people interested in 
forming a Mustang Club.” The ad was placed in 
the Antique cars classified section by our club 
founder Bill Hopkins.  Little did Bill know then, 
that 30 years, 6000 members later that his little ad 
would become what we are today. 
          “The Copperstate Mustang Club”. 
 Bill’s goal at the time was to find people 
with similar interests in the Ford Mustang. He 
hoped he could get 80 members in the first year. 
He had 77 members (this included husband and 
wives).  Our original club treasury was $ 430.00. 
A criteria was put together to publish a monthly 
newsletter to go out to club members. The club’s 
next business was to form a Board of Directors, 
with positions for Club officers. 
 Articles of incorporation were drawn up 
and paperwork was put together for Copperstate 
to become a non-profit organization.  The first 
newsletter was published in January 1980 (copy 
enclosed) with additional newsletters being 
published every month.  Bill Hopkins’ experience 
while working with the T-Bird Club was 
invaluable in helping to set up necessary 
paperwork and organization required to start our 
club. Early board members, officers and original 
members were instrumental in providing articles 
for the newsletter and putting together our first 
participation in the AAHC spring show. 
By the end of February our membership had risen 
to 99 members. We are very fortunate to still 
have some of our original “charter” members still 
active in our club (30 years later.)  These charter 
members include Bill Hopkins, Gerald Young, 
Gary Ellsworth and Dave Long.. In the upcoming 
months we will highlight each of these “charter” 
members in our newsletter. 
 Looking forward to hearing from 
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 By Club President Dave Jacobelli 
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Jay R. and Missy Jordan  1965 Red Mustang 
Chris and Shelia Christian   2007 Gt/Cs White 

Mike Walden, 2007 Red Mustang GT350 1994 Black Must ang Cobra 
Oscar and Daphne Hernandez 1965 Red Mustang Coupe 

Irene and Christopher Gramza, 70 Vert and a 04 Vert  
Michael Hughes,2008 Vista Blue GT/CS 
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                                        Copperstate’s Wearin’ of the Green!!! 
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Mustang Of The Month Continued…  
 
The story continued when I purchased a ‘03 zinc 
yellow GT convertible in the summer of 06, which 
was apparently, according to my wife, my mid life 
crisis car. Call it what you will, I had wanted a 
convertible for years and after 9 months of 
searching, finally found one to my liking. This is the 
car I owned when I joined the club. It was bone 
stock when I bought it and the gentleman who sold 
it to me cried when I left with it. Long story, but he 
had moved here from Jersey with his wife. When 
she got sick she wanted to move home to be closer 
to family. The car was the last toy he had and he 
could not afford to trailer it home. I think he would 
be very happy with how it was treated while in my 
possession. I added tires, rims, exhaust, billitt 
interior and under hood. I also blacked out the 
windows and had the taillights smoked to tie into 
the whole bumblebee look of the car.  Pony Fever” 
has started to spread throughout the family. My 
son, James bought a ’98 GT azure blue coupe in 
’07 and has done his share of improvements and 

repairs to the car. He has added 2-tone interior, changed the rims, added tunes to his taste and tinted the windows. His last 
fun change was the billit grills. The not so fun part was rebuilding the transmission twice. After the first rebuild, the tranny 
cooler split and tore up the guts of the first rebuild forcing a replacement of the tranny cooler and another rebuild. Future plans 
include a custom repaint and light replacement, then who knows. My son, Brett bought a ’99 Trans Am as his first purchase. 
He was unlucky enough to have someone do the “oh so fun” hit and run on him and long story short the car was totaled. This 
led to the purchase of a ’05 legend lime Mustang with tan interior. He is currently changing out tires, rims, adding a billit grill 
and ¼ louvers. I thoroughly enjoy the time that I get to spend with all my boys and their toys, changing oil, keeping em clean, 
and adding on whatever accessories they may get.  To further support the “Pony Fever”, which is running through our family, 
my youngest son, Nick currently owns a ’92 Firebird and has his eye on the 2010 Mustang in sunset gold metallic as his next 
car. I am hoping that ends up being his move because he would then have a car from his birth year and his graduation year. I 
think that would be an awesome start to his automotive story. My wife also really likes the 2010 Mustang and already has a 
color picked out, she loves the Kona blue metallic that we viewed at the auto show.   “Pony Fever” continues with last, but 
certainly not least,  my mother and father. They own a 2005 V6 convertible which they drove out here from Illinois. The 
purpose of the trip was to get a bunch of work done to the car and enter it in the Monsoon Madness show. I spent about 6 
hours detailing and prepping it for it’s customization. The list started out being a set of 20” rims and tires and billit grills, upper 
and lower. Added to the list were tri-bar pony floor mats and interior work. They then added black inserts to the seats, making 
it two-tone gray and black GT interior. When they got it back, they decided at the suggestion of the interior shop to add 
embroidered pony’s to all four seats.  After all the work was done it was time for Monsoon Madness. My son, James entered 
his car. My mother and father entered their car and I entered mine. My son, Brett had purchased his car the week of the show 
so we did not have time to enter it. When all was said and done, my mother and father’s car placed 3rd in the occasional driver 
category. My son, James placed 2nd as a daily driver and yes, I cried like a little baby when they announced his name 
because of all the work we had put into his and because I’m a dad, I guess. Now, the pressure was on dad to get something 
with his car, so I was relieved when I was announced as 2nd place in the modified category: no tears for my award, just relief. 
Felt pretty good to go 3 for 3 though. Maybe next year we can go 4 for 4 if Brett enters his car. 
The current, but by no means, final chapter in my story is a ’08 Mustang Regency GTR 4.6 5 speed coupe which has 
affectionately been named “Hell Horse”.  I purchased this car in the summer of ’08 off the showroom floor at Bell Ford. I 
looked at several models before the purchase of this car including Shelby’s, Roush’s, and a P51 Roush. After a lot of thinking 
and nearly sleepless nights, I decided to purchase the GTR because of the custom look of it. The car came with a lot of the 
accessories I had already added to my ’03; tires, rims, lowering springs, exhaust and billit grills. It also had several things I 
was ready to add to the convertible, namely the custom paint and body kit. All the cars I looked at were awesome and it was a 
tough decision, but I am very happy with the decision I landed on. This car was born as a black GT Premium and was then 
sent to the Regency factory in Texas where the customization was done.   
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Cars for Sale  

1970 Mercury Cyclone GT 429 CJ Auto 1 Of 248 Built, VERY RARE! All machine work done Numbers 
matching.  YOU FINISH!      $15,500    Dave Long @ 602-332-1201  

1986 mustang GT convertible--27,400 original miles.5 speed with black paint/black top/and charcoal leather 
interior.all stock except for real HID XENON (10,000k,really lights up the road just like new BMW's headlights) 
for?safer night driving.?and R134a a/C conversion by ford dealer.maintenance records,.a/c blows real cold.car runs 
great.i have brand new parts that will go with car at no extra charge.(GEAR DRIVE,whiney one,COLD AIR 
INTAKE,and 5" racing tach w/ shift light).car is really clean.$8000 firm,serious only 602-486-6731 OJ. (10/08) 

 

Parts for Sale 

Goodyear Arriva Tires, off of my 1967 Mustang 289 Coupe. approx 3/16 tread depth on them. Size: P195/75R14 Everything is in very 
good condition. I believe the hubcaps are original. Asking $290 Contact Bob Handelman 480-734-5635 (3/09) 

 

Late Model Mustang GT Wheels 17x8, set of 4, only used 500 miles,all lugs and locks inc. 
$350.00, email: brian_kinney14@yahoo.com or ph.480-223-3953. (3/09) 

 
Pirelli P7000 265/35ZR-18 approximately 5,000 miles. $40Call Gary at 602-993-5839 or email gary-stevens@att.net (2/09) 

Set of Comp Cams "Mutha Thumprs" for 3valve 4.6 Barely used.(1hr) List is over $700. Also Blowby Racing cam lockouts- Both 
cams and lockouts $550. call Glenn @480-993-9230 or email me -megahr@yahoo.com (2/09) 
 
1965-1966 mustang center console. the base was new when I purchased the car wiring harness, mounting bracket, chrome attachment are 
used. the ash tray is new and is still in the Scott Drake wraping. price $349.00 Original MotorCraft 2 barrel carburetor with electr ic 
choke. price $165.00 Original ford air cleaner not a repro. Price $130.00 contact # (520) 247-6040 (2/09) 

   

1996 Mustang Saleen 4.6 Vortech Supercharged 1200 Actual Miles Complete Takeout Engine and 
Components $5000.00 Firm  azpokey@aol.com  Phone 623-694-6195 (12/08 
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     General Meeting Minutes-  March 9,  2009                     Board Meeting Minutes March 9, 2009 

  Meeting called to Ordered by Dave Jacobelli 
 
Board introduced everyone in attendance 
 
Greg Okolita was absent from the meeting 
 
New Members or Guests 
Irene Gramsa Mom of Christopher 
 
Question on Newsletter, Newsletter is on its way 
Looking for car of the month if interested. Gets to sit inside 
the show room at Berge.  
Please send a couple paragraphs to Dave Jacobelli with 
some photos.  
 
Member of the month will be changed this year is 
changing due to the 30 year celebration 
Lots of things in the calendar please check the website. 
 
Caroline Wells Hobby Council 
Senate bills are out, Proposed laws  
Lots of things on Photo Radar and voting age, and Cells 
phones, smoking in vehicles with children etc. 
Rick Shopmeyer will be heading up the meeting for the 
council. Federal legation, federal vehicle scrappage 
program. 
Bill GIlmore flyer available. Giving tax dollars for voluntary 
vehicle scrapping. Please talk to Caroline Wells if you 
have any questions. 
 
Proposing a mileage tax on how many miles you drive, or 
a toll road is in the proposal stage. 
 
Berge is doing very well and very pleased, we have sold 
many cars to club members this year so far. 
 
Past events discussed. 
 
Tucson fords on 4th Chandler car show, Man’s Best Friend 
and Petapolloza.. 
 
Break 
50/50 
 
Discussed the upcoming events,  
St patty’s parade, Motorsports Day 
Third Friday In and Out Burger 6pm 
Extra Third Friday April 3rd opening for CMC, Bagel Nosh 
on cooper and warner Phyllis Petrone 
Catch a wave car show Tempe 
Rock N Roll Pony Show 
Cruise on Main street 
Jenna Bears Car Show and Desert Foothills Fiesta Days 
Copperstate racing division at Speedworld 
Mustangs across America, Johnny Rockets 3rd Friday 
Fabulous Fords CMC gear order should be in by April 
15th  
 
 50/50 winner Dan Deaffler   

Third Friday Continues as is 
We will be adding only 
 
Newsletter Change, Member spotlight, Information in 
where the member of the month goes 
 
Order forms rolling in for the CMC gear doing well, there 
are minimum orders for the polo’s and jackets 
Pins will be in sometime, coming from China, no one here 
makes them here, Two kind’s available 
 
Ice Cream Social, Done a lot of checking so many are 
charging fee's now, Discussed having here at the Church 
during the day, We pay 100 dollars for the church, Chris B 
suggest a place by his house with  a park off shay and the 
51. June 27th is the scheduled date for the Ice Cream 
Social.  
 
Cyndi will do more checking to see about cost and various 
places. 
Dave J, Becky and Cyndi will be checking on places. 
 
Motion Made by Bob Ancell for Paying Trisha 120.00 per 
year, to clean out the trailer and use her storage for all the 
club stuff Motion passed 
 
Prostate Cancer show, Brought up by Chris Breschani 
November 14th 
 
Toby Keith mesa river view mini car show, As soon as we 
get info we will get it out to everyone 
 
Cruising on Main street, Suggested parking trrailer and 
possibly selling food as none of the restaurants or small 
food places stay open long enough for this,  
Discussed possible permit for this. We will be looking into 
this.  
 
Berge wants us to come when they have their display for 
the new Taurus. 
 
discussed the archive's for the member spotlight, kind of 
like a year book for the 30th year, Dan Martarono will be 
putting this all together. 
First member will be Bill Hopkins, 1st one will be 
beginning of the club then the first members will be 2nd 
and3rd etc.. 
 
30th anniversary hats will be sold, going to only get 2 
more. If we want more we will have to pay for them. Sold 
two already. 
Dave Jacabelli adjourned meeting 
Meeting adjourned 
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Apr-4 2nd Annual JENNABEARS Car Show and Family Day. Peoria Sports Complex 9am - 3pm 
 Download Registration Form 

Apr-4 Speedworld Copperstate’s Racing Division is at it again!! 
Gates open at 6PM!!! Contact Andy Sievers…602-384-3798 

Apr-4 Desert Foothills Community Association celebrates their Annual Fiesta Days Rodeo Parade.  The 
theme is “Cowboys of the World”.  Starting time is at 9am, so the meeting time at the staging area is no 
later than 8am.  ALL CARS WELCOME!  Volunteer convertibles are needed to drive VIPs.  For 
information contact Fabian Pugliese at tazmaninaz@cox.net or 602-339-3183.  

Apr-10 Mustangs Across America! 45th Anniversary Drive! Leaving Las Vegas,  Holbrook Az is the 11th.  
Main group will be in Holbrook on the evening of the 10th Leaving the 11th and some will make the 
cruise the entire trip but Copperstate will have a group to meet and greet the big show in Flagstaff and 
cruise onto Holbrook.  More info to come on this side event. 

Apr-11 The Sarah Nolte Second Chance Car Show; open to all cars, trucks and bikes; 8am to 12pm; 
Westview High School, 107th Ave South of Indian School Rd, North Parking Lot; proceeds to go to the 
benefit healthy heart checks in High School athletes; cost-donations;  to register contact 
sarah@helpsavesarah.com  or 623-399-7908 

Apr-17 Third Friday at Johnny Rockets--West Gate Mall,  Glendale.  We are back on the West side and 
hope to see you all there starting at 6pm.  Lets have some good food, good company and show off 
those clean cars from the Spring Show.     

Apr-19 Fabulous Fords Forever @ Knott’s Berry Farm!  Registration Form Available Jan 20th.. As usual we 
will be cruising over in several groups!  

Apr-25 Saturday Cruisin' on Main St in Mesa; from Country Club Dr to Mesa Dr; 6pm till 10pm; held the 
4th Saturday of every month; no parking or cruising restrictions if we keep it safe and clean; supported 
by Queens Pizza, Jersey Girl Cafe, Mangos, and S Bistro.  For info contact Lance Baker 480-229-5691 
or blown1969camaro@cox.net.   

May-2 Highlands Car & Bike Show; Highlands Church, 9050 E Pinnacle Peak Rd, to benefit their Free 
Wheelchair Mission; 9am to 2pm; live band, 50/50 drawing, door prizes; $20 entry fee prior to 4/25; 
$30 day of show; for more information contact Bob 480-515-5052 or go to 
www.highlandschurch.org/Announcements/carshow.htm  

May-8-9 7th Annual Cruisin' Lake Powell:  show location is Lake Powell Resort on Lake Powell; 100 
Lakeshore Drive, Page, Az; all car types welcome; $28 entry fee; for more information or to register 
call 928-645-1118 or contact Megan at Schultz-Megan@aramark.com 

May-15 Third Friday at Fuddruckers --20th St & Highland, Phx; come out and enjoy the company of fellow 
club members. We will start gathering around 6pm. Bring the pony out and show it off.  

May-23 Saturday Cruisin' on Main St in Mesa; from Country Club Dr to Mesa Dr; 6pm till 10pm; held the 
4th Saturday of every month; no parking or cruising restrictions if we keep it safe and clean; supported 
by Queens Pizza, Jersey Girl Cafe, Mangos, and S Bistro.  For info contact Lance Baker 480-229-5691 
or blown1969camaro@cox.net.    

May-24 Rio Grand Mustang Club Annual Mustang Show. Albuquerque New Mexico. See flyers for more 
info and Frank f.mcmullan@comcast.net  Download Flyer  Download Registration 
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Need Help Finding a Part?     Fixing Your Mustang?     Looking For Mustang Goodies? 
 

                                                                                                                                

Mustang of The Month Continued…. 
 
The first change I made was to pull the video system out of the ’03 and put it in the GTR. The next task 
was to black out the windows.  I was looking to complete the two- tone look by making the top half of the 
car as black as possible to further accent the Silver that was added to the lower half of the car.  By then, 
my license plate had arrived, so it was time to order the custom plate. My wife’s 1st suggestion was 
MYAFAIR for reasons I need not explain to anyone (which by the way was available), but my final choice 
was PONY2NV. I then added billit accessories to the interior and under the hood. At that time I took a 
few months to enjoy the car and decide on my next move. After deciding to add a Roush cold air intake, 
the next big move ended up being the painted radiator cover with the “Hell Horse” theme on it and some 
interior work. The car was taken to an airbrush artist to get his input and to color match the silver which 
was a big concern of mine. After a couple weeks of design and paint work I got my radiator cover back 
and was overjoyed with the result of his hard work. I then took it to an interior shop and added platinum 
silver suede inserts to the seats and doors, red piping to match the exterior theme and “GTR” embroidery 
to the front upper seats. I can often be spotted at the Pavilions on many Saturday nights with one or 
more of my boys. I also like to take it on club cruises and to other car shows. It is definitely NOT the daily 
driver! Sequential taillights will be the next change to the car, then who knows. The wish list includes a 
larger throttle body, high performance brakes, and sound system add-ons for the trunk and some day a 
supercharger. As we all know the list is never-ending and each change seems to lead us to ten more.  
 

Meeting Notice!!!! 
 

Due to the Easter Holiday we are moving the club general meeting to 

Sunday April 19th 
 

Please make a note of this change!!  

1st Generation Tech  641/2 to70 
 
Dan Martorano    480-969-7884 
Bill Hopkins        602-996-1475 
Gary Ellsworth    602-996-1298 
                                                                                      

  

Late Model Guy’s  79’ and Beyond 
 
Nick Disanti              480-278-0583 
Azstang69@yahoo.com 
Dave Jacobelli           480-833-4277 
ccdjaco@cox.net                                                    

 

Mustang II            

 
Jeff  Minx    480-748-8185 
jminx@cox.net  
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                   P.O. Box 50309 
Phoenix, Arizona 85076  
 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                              April’s Car of 
the Month   

 
                             
                                    


