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 I was born and raised in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. My obsession with the 

full size automobile began at the tender age of 12 when Santa Claus brought my first 

tool box. Shorty there after I found a neighbor that had a 1938 Dodge pickup sitting 

in his woods. After shoveling snow and mowing grass for the whole season I was 

rewarded with the keys to the old girl. After repairing the wiring and other items I 

got her running good enough for my younger brothers and I to drive through my fa-

ther’s 10 acre property. We had a blast and I was hooked. Jump forward to my six-

teenth birthday and my first road car. 1960 Mercury Comet with the cat eye tail-

lights.  Once again I had to do some work before she was road worthy.   

 As time went by I was in and out of many vehicles as I either grew bored 

with them or they would no longer past Pennsylvania state inspection. Mainly rust 

issues killed most of them.  Then I got married and had children, which as anybody 

that has been there knows does not leave a lot of time or money for personal hobbies. 

In the summer of 1997 my wife Beverly and our twin boys moved to Arizona after 

having had enough of snow and bad weather. We settled into a new routine, again 

concentrating on the boy’s educations and keeping food on the table.  
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COPPERSTATE INFORMATION 

Be sure to contact an officer or board member for the many benefits 

 of belonging to The Copperstate Mustang Club!  

 



MEETING MINUTES 

Board Meeting - 03/06/2014 

Meeting opened  6:30 at Berge Ford  

 

Officers Present: JoAnn Martorano, Chris Valentino, Alyce Ancell, Ethel  Marques 

Board Members Present: Tom Martin, Becky Field, Dew Peterson, Dan Martorano, Greg Nelson  

Members Attending: Dave Freet, Bob Ancell, Kathy Collins, Paul Marques 

  

Meeting called to order by JoAnn.  Treasurer report given by Ethel. 

JoAnn reported that we have 503C7 status reinstated by the IRS. Prior year tax filings are still in question and 

will be addressed by Sharon Maloley and the Tax person  handling the club tax situations. 

A check has been received from Russo and Steele for being  one of the club sponsors.. 

Report was given on the Pancake breakfast and thanks given for all that helped with the event. 

A question was raised by a club member to give a presentation at a club meeting. This presentation 

was to be about things other than car related. Board voted to say no to the presentation as it  

was not car related. 

Bob Ancell reported on the upcoming Mustang Scramble event planned for March 29th. 

All Newsletter articles are to be into Chris before the 20th of the month. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30. 

Meeting opened at 1PM  at Mt Olive Church  

 

Officers Present: JoAnn Martorano, Chris Valentino, Alyce Ancell, Ethel  Marques 

Board Members Present:  Becky Field, Dew Peterson, Dan Martorano, Greg Nelson  

 

Meeting called to order by JoAnn with a pledge of allegiance. 

Treasurer report was given by Ethel.  

Prior members renewing membership were Mike and Sheri Gomez and Bob and Margi Sohren. 

AAHC up date was given and said they were still collecting signatures for toll road question to be place on ballot. 

JoAnn reported that we have 503C7 status reinstated by the IRS. Prior year tax filings are still in question and  

will be addressed by Sharon Maloley and the Tax person  handling the club tax situations. 

A check has been received from Russo and Steele as  one of the club sponsors.. 

Report was given on the Pancake breakfast and thanks given for all that helped with the event. 

MCA update on the upcoming 50th celebration was given by Tim. Signup sheet available for traveling to the 

event. 

Bob Ancell reported on the upcoming Mustang Scramble event planned for March 29th. 

 

Reports were given on the Fords on Fourth and Chandler events. 

 

50/50 Drawing winner Bob Sohren 

 

Thanks for refreshments Becky Field. 

 

Meeting adjourned with those wishing to have their cars examined for the spring inspections being done in 

the parking lot. 

General Meeting - 03/09/2014 



Member of the Month Cont. 

 As the years went by I got a hankering for a converti-

ble, what with all the beautiful sunshine we have here. This 

also just happened to be about the time my sons needed to get 

cars as their 16 birthday was right around the corner.  Still not 

having a lot of disposable income I started my search on 

craigslist and found a pair of Mustang convertibles up near 

Deer Valley airport for sale. One was a 1993 Mustang LX 

convertible, 4 cylinder, automatic, red on red and the other 

was a 1987 Mustang LX convertible 5.0 automatic originally 

gray with white interior. Unfortunately one of the previous 

owners had painted it a dark blue. I decided to kill two birds 

with one stone. The 4 cylinder went to the boys for their first 

car and I kept the 5.0 for myself.  I had to put new convertible 

tops on both cars as one was torn up and the other was completely gone. This was my first attempt at installing con-

vertible tops which I think came out fairly well if I do say so myself. The boys car worked well for about a year till 

the boys social  interests took different paths and they both needed their own cars. So one kept the mustang and the 

other got a mini truck.   

 I started to work on the mechanicals of the 5.0 first up was a complete checkup and fluid change. I drove it 

as my daily driver that way for about a year or two when the power bug bit. The first order of business was to 

strengthen the differential by rebuilding the factory differential and installing a girdle. Next was the transmission so 

ordered a new PA performance AOD transmission at the same time a located a 331 hawk engine and mated it to the 

new transmission? After driving it this way for a little while I tired of the way the AOD had to be shifted back and 

forth. So I started my search for all the parts needed to properly convert my lx to a factory style T5. Next came a 

Powerdyne supercharger which did not satisfy my need for speed. So I sold it and purchased a Vortech V2 . Along 

the way a bunch of other upgrades where added such as 4 wheel disc brakes, 5 lugs wheels , frame supports  and 

many other misc. items.   

 The next and hopefully last major engine change was to install a new style ECU and the coil on plug setup. 

This allows me to use the OBD2 to tune for any changes I de-

cide to make in the future. The next thing I need to do if there 

is such a thing is to do the body work and paint job. The big-

gest issue here is what color I want to go with. I cannot seem 

to decide between the original dark gray and my favorite color 

which is black.  I have owned this car for 8 years now and the 

updates and repairs come as finances and time allows because 

I do all my own work on the car. It seems we never seem to 

get done with our project cars. Well I have rambled on long 

enough if you happen to see me and my car at any of the club 

functions and have an opinion on my color dilemma please 

feel free to add your comments. 



Tech Talk 

You’ve probably heard about the big recall that GM is having due to defective igni-
tion switches. Theirs is not the first car having problems with ignition switches. 

 1964 ½ to 1966 Mustangs are prone to defective ignition switches. The ignition 

switch is made up of two pieces, (1) the first section is the switch tumbler section 
which is the mechanical section. (2) The rear section is the electric contact section. 

This is where the voltage is switched from on-off, ignition and start positions. The 

tumbler section is connected tom the electrical section by three “tabs” unfortunately 
these tabs become loose with age causing the two sections to separate. This is where 

the problem begins: 

 The rear section (the one with the wires) falls off (drops down) and comes into 
contact with backside of the dash. When this happens it shorts the main positive wire 

in the car to ground. There is no fuse in this circuit. When this happens, and this hap-

pens more often than you can imagine the main harness from the ignition switch to 
the battery burns up. This becomes a major problem. 

 The main interior harness, the headlight harness, and the voltage regulator har-

ness are all damaged beyond repair. 

 Important – disconnect the positive battery cable before you start working 

on the car. 

 Two things that you can do to prevent this from happening are:  
Replace your electrical switch section with a new replacement. Use electrical 

tape to wrap around the black plastic section to the metal section. Go 

around 6 or 7 layers to provide a second layer on contact between the two 
pieces. Note: If the connector on the wiring harness is bad/broken there are 

now replacement connectors available. 

Place 2 or 3 layers of cloth duct tape to the backside of the dash panel from the 
bottom of the hole that the switch mounts into to the bottom edge of the 

dash panel, this will prevent the wire section of the switch to make contact 
with metal backside of the dash. While you are checking out the ignition 

switch problem and your looking under the dash look for any other dam-

age that may be lurking there. 
Remember our Mustangs are 50 years old now – not everyone before us took 

the kind of care that we do. If you have any questions, need parts or advice give 

me a call. Good Luck. 
 

Dan M. 

 
Next month –Ignition problems in Fox Body Mustangs 



St Patrick’s Day Parade 

Copperstate Mustang Club’s Participation in  

The St. Patrick‘s Day Parade 
Saturday, March 15, 2014 

First Watch Restaurant was our meeting place with reservations set for 7:30 A.M. Attending were: 

our President JoAnn Martorano, Dan Martorano, Drew and Nathan Peterson, Ethel and Paul 

Marques, Chevie Neeper, Tom Martin, Greg Nelson, Cathy Collins, Jennifer Kaddi and friend, our 

Parade Coordinator, Fabian Pugliese, Sidney Banks, and Kelly Kemp. Breakfast was excellent and 

service was great. Getting together early for conversation with Mustang friends was a joy. We 

were able to caravan east to the parade staging area on Third Street where we were joined by Pat-

rick Sweeney and Shelby and Hank Gallo. 

We all decorated our cars, eleven in all, with shamrocks, signs, balloons, etc. We felt the excite-

ment of the hustle and bustle of groups forming up and musicians practicing one last time while 

we waited for VIPs we might carry. After a short wait Chevie was assigned to carry Harry Sexton, 

Parade President. Other convertibles were assigned to carry other members and honorees of the 

Irish Cultural Society, which included Ron Hoon of Channel 10, Parade Grand Marshal, and Sean 

McLaughlin, newscaster. A wonderfully costumed leprechaun (Kelly Kemp) walked the entire pa-

rade next to Fabian’s blue Mustang and got lots of applause and attention.  According to Harry, 

this parade was the largest St. Patty’s Day Phoenix parade ever, in number of entrants. It ranks 

10th in size in the country after Boston, New York City, and Chicago, all much larger. 

As the parade began, we were passed by bag pipers, and police vehicles and fire trucks from every 

metro valley city to honor fallen Phoenix Detective John Hobbs. His family walked in the parade. 

Moving in line we heard the applause and waved at all the Irish families wearing green and all 

those who were Irish for the day. We drove in serpentine fashion with very enthusiastic crowds 

lining both sides of the street. We heard appreciative comments from the parade announcer about 

our club and Mustangs and several people commented, “I used to have one like that, I should have 

kept it”. 

The parade ended near Margaret Hance Park where the Irish Festival was in full swing with Irish 

dancers, fiddlers, kilts, food and lots of beer. Tours were given of the Irish Cultural Center Library, 

cottage, and hall. The weather was perfect and the parade and our participation was a delightful 

experience. 

 

Chevie Neeper 



St Patrick’s Day Parade Cont. 

 



Chandler Car Show 

      

The Chandler Car show took place back on 02/22/2014.  It was a gorgeous day with some clouds, 

mild temperatures, and lots of classic cars.  I didn’t get a chance to bring my own car that day as 

my friend asked me to help bring the 69 GTO that I helped restore while he drove his recently fin-

ished 71 Challenger RT.  There were a lot of cars and vendors to look around at, including the 

original TV Series Bat mobile that was sold at Barrett Jackson the year before.  One of the unique 

cars that I saw there that I loved was a 1966 High Country Special Mustang in Columbine Blue.  

According to the owner, it is one of 30 only made convertibles in that special order series.  Below 

are some pics of the show.  I hope next year to perhaps bring my own car to the event. 

 

Chris 



Fords on 4th Recap 

      

On March 1 and March 2, the annual  FORDS ON FOURTH EVENT in Tucson was 
hosted by the Southern Arizona Mustang Club.  The Saturday cruise to Colossal Cave 

was impacted by the forecasted rain in Tucson and Phoenix.  By Sunday morning the 

rain had abated and a well attended display of 300 or so Ford products were displayed 
along several blocks of Fourth Street. 

A number of Fourth Street merchants opened their stores for the nourishment and en-

tertainment of we Ford fans.  One of our dedicated CMC members was seen washing 
his Roush pickup truck with scarce water from his 12 ounce bottle of drinking water!  

Name and photos have been omitted to protect the guilty. Wait, there is more……he 

won a trophy too! 
  

 
Word on the street was that future car shows on Fourth Street may be in jeopardy be-

cause the host club had to pay something like $5,000 in show expenses for such 

things as police security, traffic control and portable toilets. We can expect to learn 
more about this before next spring’s show season. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Apr 3 Copperstate Mustang Club Board Meeting: Copperstate Mustang Club will be having its month-

ly Board Meeting at Berge Ford at 6:30pm. All are welcome to come out and participate. Help 

make our club successful. 

Apr 5 Jennabears Car Show: Peoria Sports Complex Go show 9am -2pm $25.00 pre-registration $30.00 

day of show go to carshow@jennabearsfoundation.org for more information  

Apr 6 Copperstate 1000 Field of Dreams: Cruise in 8am –noon Tempe Diablo stadium Copperstate cars 

deport at 9:30am. Free to public. Go to mensartscouncil.com/cs/ for more information. 

Apr 12 Cruise Central: 3101 N Central Ave 1pm- 9pm  

Apr 13 Copperstate Mustang Club Monthly Meeting: 1:00 pm at the Community Hall of the Mount of 

Olives Church; 3546 E Thomas Rd, Phx; we will have snacks/deserts to enjoy during the meeting. 

We meet the second Sunday of each month at this location. Come out and enjoy yourself.  

Apr 17-20 MCA 50th Anniversary Show in LasVegas: Go to www.mca50thbirthdaycelebration.com for de-

tails on this show. 

Apr 25-26 Beeline Cruise-In Car Show and Swap Meet: Held at Green Valley Park Payson. Special area  

for Mustangs and special awards. Go to www. clubs.hemmings.com/RCCAC or call 928-474-3560 

for more information. 

Apr 27 Fabulous Fords Forever at Knott’s Berry Farm:  Go to www.FabulousFordsForever.com for 

additional information and registration form.  

May 2-4 Annual Route 66 Fun Run: Seligman to Topock/Golden Shores to go www.azsrt66.com/funrun 

for more information. 

May 15 Copperstate Mustang Club Board Meeting: Copperstate Mustang Club will be having its month-

ly Board Meeting at Berge Ford at 6:30pm. All are welcome to come out and participate. Help 

make our club successful. 

May 18 Copperstate Mustang Club Monthly Meeting: 1:00 pm at the Community Hall of the Mount of 

Olives Church; 3546 E Thomas Rd, Phx; we will have snacks/deserts to enjoy during the meeting. 

We meet the second Sunday of each month at this location. Come out and enjoy yourself.  
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Classifieds 
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