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Members of the Month 
 

Bill and Vi Hopkins 

Gary and Ruthann Ellsworth 

Gerald and Joyce Young 

 

Love and Three Horsemen of Copperstate Mustang Club 

(1979 – 2018) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Bill Hopkins in 1979 put an ad in the Arizona Republic for a meeting of Ford 

Mustang enthusiasts, he knew there would be some people at The Arizona Bank on 

Camelback. The plan was to meet in the shade of the “mushrooms” which were ar-

chitectural design elements which are still unusual. He was happily surprised to see 

how many people attended. 

 

This month we celebrate the founding of our organization, Copperstate Mustang 

Club on that Sunday afternoon in 1979. Three continuously active members are Bill 

and Vi Hopkins, Gary and Ruthann Ellsworth, and Gerald and Joyce Young.  They 

established the framework and customs including the bylaws to maintain an ongoing 

group, Their shepherding efforts led to a vital, diverse and large group numbering 

close to 400 families that enjoyed Mustangs and the club’s many fictions. 

 

Since its inception, the club has supported and donated proceeds from shows and 

events to community charities. Copperstate sought to be a valued community mem-

ber by supporting parades and other public events. 

 

Gary and Ruthann Ellsworth have been instrumental in supporting the club. They 

provide technical advice, guiding direction on the board of directors, and event ef-

forts. Gary served as club archivist for many years. He has had lots of Mustangs. 

You might remember seeing his blue 1967 six cylinder with a special Australian 

head that increased performance. 

 

Continued on pg. 4 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018 
 

Dan Martorano  602-437-8177  Greg Nelson  562-673-4502 

Ron Columbo  602-999-6801  Gordon Edwards 317-410-3371 

Phyllis Petrone  480-857-1323  Rich Cribben  480-278-0609  

Paul Marcantonio 602-267-9648  Tom Martin  602-621-0590 

          
 

CHIEF JUDGE:      Chris Valentino  817-247-9204 
 

WELCOMING COMMITTEE:    Becky Field  480-813-6838 
 

AZ AUTOMOBILE HOBBYIST COUNCIL : Tom Martin  602-621-0590 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:    Kathy Sebesta  602-550-0434 

        kjm@cox.net 

CLASSIFIED and EVENTS:    JoAnn Martorano 480-696-7884 

         

WEBMASTER:      Greg Nelson  

        greg_j_nelson@msn.com 
  

MCA REPRESENTATIVE:    Chris Valentino  817-247-9204 

CLUB MERCHANDISE:    Becky Field  480-813-6838 
 

PARADE COORDINATOR:    Fabian Pugliese  602-339-3183 
 

CLUB PHOTOGRAPHER:    Greg Nelson  

        greg_j_nelson@msn.com 

         

CLUB WEBSITE:      www.copperstatemustangclub.com 

 

The Mustang Mirror is a monthly publication of the Copperstate Mustang Club, Inc.  

Submission deadline is the 20th of every month and can be sent to the club at PO Box 

50309, Phoenix AZ 85076.    
 

 

 

COPPERSTATE INFORMATION 

Be sure to contact an officer or board member for the many benefits 

 of belonging to The Copperstate Mustang Club!  

 

 



MEETING MINUTES 

Board Meeting - September 6, 2018 

Meeting was opened by Vice President Phyllis. Members present were Alyce, Ron, Greg, Tom, Gordon, Joice and 

Bob. 

 

Treasurer report was given by Alyce.  

 

Fall show discussion included Ron Chairman. He will print parking maps, and talk to the insurance company about 

insurance.  

 

Greg is handling registrations. Joice will handle food and Brian will be confirmed as to helping with food.  Tom will 

get dash plaques, and handle prizes. Chris will get trophies. Ron made a motion seconded by Tom to order 20-25 tro-

phies. Motion passed. Gordon and Bob with crew will handle parking. Phyllis will get donuts and coffee. Alyce will 

work the trailer. JoAnn will do registration. Dan will provide music. Bob will tabulate ballots.  All jobs need more 

volunteers.                                                                                                                                            

 

Holiday party this year is $32 and held at Holiday Inn. Next year may be catered and will be held at another location. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

Alyce Ancell, secretary 

Phyllis called the meeting to order at 1 pm. 

 

Tom spoke on car parking help needed for upcoming car show.  The volunteers would need to be there about 7am. 

 

Phyllis spoke of coming events and reported that sign up sheets were available. 

 

There was no whiner towel this month because no one had a story to tell.  However, Gerald told us a joke.  He also 

has purchased from Hobby  Lobby some signs to be given away at the show. 

 

November refreshments to be provided by Ron Columbo. 

 

Car show prizes discussed.  Due to the difficulty of obtaining them, we may reduce the number of prizes given out. 

 

We welcome Frank and Larry Rentario who are returning members.  They were members a few years ago and are the 

original owners  of a blue 64 ½. 

 

Bryron Cypert will put an article in the newsletter about the Mustang museum opening next year in Charlotte N.C. 

 

Please volunteer for the fall show.  You need only work for a few hours and help us out. 

 

Any ideas for day trips?  Several tossed around ideas such as Mormon lake and Wickenburg. 

 

50/50 drawing was won by Paul Marques. 

 

Ethel Marques standing in for Alyce 

General Meeting— September 9, 2018 



MEMBERS OF THE MONTH (CONT.) 

 

Gerald and Joyce Young have consistently been involved always with a joke or a humorous story. Their 

friendly attitude and involvement in events have been part of the club’s success. Always lending a hand, Gerald 

has been instrumental in making the toy corral part of the shows. His burgundy 66 convertible was iconic in 

shows, and pulling trailors with Go Cart and pedal car mustang replicas. Lately he has been involved with 

Bright Yellow Taxi Cab Mustangs. Is he starting another Uber? 

 

Bill and Vi (who has passed away) Hopkins has always shared his enthusiasm and experience to make club 

events fun and successful. He has been very helpful to support members with mechanical issues and to share 

his extensive experience with Thunderbirds and Mustangs. Bill had a beautiful black and gold Mustang that he 

created from a coupe. It was symbolic of his efforts to create and share with Mustang enthusiasts. 

 

These three families have been instrumental in helping to preserve the Mustang through the Copperstate Mus-

tang Club's events and activities. They and all members are responsible for making the club a vital organization 

for over 39 years. Make an effort to thank them. Ask them what Mustang and club event they loved the most. 

 

Submitted by Tom  Martin 
 

 

 

 

 

 



WOODWARD DREAM CRUISE 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that the Woodward Dream Cruise actually started as a small fundraiser to raise money for a soccer field in Ferndale, 

Michigan? 

 

In August 1995, Nelson House and a group of volunteers looked to relive and recreate the nostalgic heydays of the 50s and 60s, when 

youth, music and Motor City steel roamed Woodward Avenue, America’s first highway. That year, 250,000 people participated—

nearly ten times the number expected. The rest, as they say, is history. 

 

Today, the Woodward Dream Cruise is the world’s largest one-day automotive event, drawing 1.5 million people and 40,000 classic 

cars each year from around the globe—from as far away as New Zealand, Australia, Japan and the former Soviet Union. North Ameri-

can cruisers from California, Georgia, Canada and all points in between caravan to Metro Detroit to participate in what has become, for 

many, an annual rite of summer. 
 
Source: www.woodwarddreamcruise.com 

================================================================================ 

Every year on the third Saturday of August, Woodward Avenue in Detroit, Michigan becomes a dreamy 16-mile expanse of automo-

tive glory, reaching from the suburbs of Pontiac to Ferndale.  By coincidence, two of our club members journeyed to the Woodward 

Dream Cruise this year.  Following are their individual experiences: 

 

 

 



Submitted by Chris Valentino 
Chief Judge Copperstate Mustang Club 

MCA Gold Card Judge 64-66 Concours 

 

So the 24th annual Woodward Dream Cruise has come and gone this past August 18, 2018 and like the past 7 years I’ve 

flown up to Detroit to escape the heat and meet my dad up there to partake in the activities.  This year was special as we 

got to see the 10 Millionth Mustang not only on display but also cruising up and down Woodward (pic of me in last 

month’s newsletter next to it).  Ford also had several 2019 Mustang Bullitts on display along with the original 68 driven 

by Steve McQueen.  They also had 2 European Bullitts that were right hand drive and had the clear taillight lenses.  Inter-

esting note that the shift pattern is still the same.  Another surprise that was there was the very first Mustang sold, a 1964 

Skylight Blue Convertible with the 260 motor.  It was purchased by a teacher in Chicago on 04/15/1964, two days before 

the actual release date of the Mustang.  She is the original owner and has all the paper work with the correct dates to prove 

it.   

 

Along with Ford, GM had their display on Woodward at Pioneer Park at 13 Mile and Woodward.  Unfortunately Chrysler 

has not had a display for the past 2 years at the opposite corner due to the hospital taking over the existing parking lot and 

building additional space.   

 

If you haven’t been to the dream cruise, you are missing out.  You can pretty much find anything and everything driving 

from Model T’s to New Mustangs, Model A’s, new and old Chargers, Gremlins, Pacers, Mavericks, and Marlins, etc…It 

is quite the gathering there in Detroit.  It is like everyone and their mother opened up their garage and brought a car out.  

People come from all over to drive, including some gentlemen at our hotel from Kentucky that brought a 1966 Ford Fair-

lane GT-A.   In the morning Ford shuts down Ferndale (Nine Mile and Woodward) for their display which usually is 

newer cars to promote but then there is Mustang Alley which houses about 200+ classic and newer Mustangs on Display.   

 

This year we decided to stay Sunday and check out the Southeastern Michigan Mustang Club show at Ford World Head-

quarters.  A lot of the same cars are on display here that were also at Mustang Alley.  Another rare car that made its way 

here was Little Red, A 1967 Shelby GT500 prototype.  This car was purchased by Craig Jackson (Barrett Jackson), and 

will be restored and from what I hear, will be in his personal collection.  The original motor is gone but luckily the car sur-

vived the fate of the crusher as originally intended.  Next year will mark the 25th Anniversary of the Woodward Dream 

cruise, and I’m sure it will be a blast.  I encourage all fellow members to look now into at least attending this once in your 

life.  Even if you don’t bring a car, I’m sure you will not be disappointed.   

 

 

 

 

 

WOODWARD DREAM CRUISE 2018 



WOODWARD DREAM CRUISE 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodward Photos submitted by Chris Valentino 



WOODWARD DREAM CRUISE 2018 

Submitted by Kathy Sebesta 
 

Being a Michigan native and a car person, I have always wanted to attend the Woodward Dream Cruise in downtown Detroit.  So, this 

year my sister and I made plans to visit family in Bloomfield Hills, which is a suburb of Detroit and right near Woodward Avenue.  My 

aunt’s friend in the local Corvette Club let us park our rental car in their assigned lot and set up our chairs at their spot at 14 Mile & 

Woodward so we could sit and watch all the great cars cruising by.  We also did quite a bit of walking to check out all the vendors, dis-

plays and the wide array of classic cars parked along the way. 

 

It was an amazing and overwhelming event.  I have never seen so many cool old classic cars cruising up and down such a large stretch of 

road.  And not only were there classic, muscle, and exotic cars, there were a few unique and humorous cars.  The Bluesmobile, Batmo-

bile, Ghostbusters, an upside down van, a limousine Corvette, a pop up “wheelie” VW and even Elvis in a convertible to name just a few! 

The cruising actually started at the beginning of the week.  Finally on Saturday, the official day of the cruise, traffic increased exponen-

tially on Woodward.   

 

My main goal was to see the three Mustang stars:  the 10 Millionth Mustang, the First Mustang sold, and of course, the original Bullitt.  

So, we started at the Ford media event set up at the Kruse & Muer Restaurant at 11 ½ Mile and Woodward.  Of course, the displays and 

the cars did not disappoint.  The most exciting part of the event was being able to meet the Mustang “celebrity” owners.  I was lucky to 

meet Sean Kiernan, whose father purchased the original Bullitt all those years ago.   He was very nice and down to earth.  If you’re inter-

ested, he said Bullitt’s next stop is at Sema in Las Vegas.  Then, I was able to meet the very first Mustang owner Gail Wise and her hus-

band Tom.  They were a super friendly couple, and I really enjoyed talking with them.  They even gave me an autographed card of them 

and their Mustang.  By the time we left the Ford event in the afternoon, our little two mile drive took over one hour.  Woodward was 

packed with so many awesome cars!    

 

Other Mustang highlights were the Ford Eagle Squadron Mustang GT, which recently sold for $420,000 at auction.  There was a video 

about the car and a presentation of the keys to the new owner.   Down at Mustang Alley, there was Little Red, a 1967 Shelby notchback 

coupe that was a recent “barn find.”  Look for an article about Little Red in next month’s newsletter. 

 

I would highly recommend this event to anyone who loves cars.  Even my family who aren’t “gear heads” really enjoyed seeing all the 

fantastic automobiles.  It is an event like no other! 



WOODWARD DREAM CRUISE 2018 

Woodward Photos submitted by Kathy Sebesta  
 

 

 

 

 

 



QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

Submitted by Bob Ancell 
 

I have been a Copperstate Mustang Club member for 15 years and for the the past 5 years Club members have 

seen me driving and showing my yellow 2013 Mustang Boss 302.  Once, one of those members asked me why a 

man of my age (over 70) would buy such a high performance car.  I surprised that person with the only correct 

and personal answer.  I bought it because I like the “school bus yellow” color of the car.  Wife Alyce and I still 

like the color and enjoy driving and showing it.  We are not into performance driving, drag racing or speed.  

Ironically, the car rated at 444 h.p. with a 6 speed stick shift is designed for spirited street driving, but if the 

driver elects to insert the red key, or TracKey as Ford calls it; a whole new world of performance unfolds.  Fol-

lowing is a reprint of the TracKey story from Ford Motor Company’s TracKey publication: 

 

You hold two keys: One has a silver Boss logo, the other red.  Either will start you Mustang Boss 302. Slide the 

silver key into the lock cylinder, give it a twist and you’re treated to 444 ponies worth of smooth, streetable driv-

ing joy.  Or choose red – the TracKey – and you have a competition ready track car. 

  

The optional TracKey PCM software, available only to owners of a 2012-13 Boss 302 and installed by an au-

thorized Ford dealer after a customer takes delivery of the car, adjusts variable cam timing, spark maps, engine 

braking, fuel control and other engine parameters - more than 600 in total – to provide a complete race car cali-

bration.  The result is an aggressive, race-bred driving experience all the way down to the lopey idle rumbling 

through the Boss quad exhaust. 

 

A joint project between Mustang engineers and Ford Racing, TracKey adds a second set of powertrain control 

module (PCM) software to a customer’s Mustang Boss 302, activated by a specially programmed vehicle key.  

When invoked by TracKey, the new TracMode software alters more than 600 management parameters, increas-

ing low-end torque and turning the potent but well-mannered stock Boss into a competition-ready track car. 

 

When TracKey is  removed and the vehicle is started with the standard key, the PCM settings are automatically 

drawn from the factory Boss 302 instruction set – again without any additional modifications needed – a huge 

advantage over aftermarket tuning chips and ECU reprogramming.  The convenience is useful for enthusiasts 

who want all-out performance at the racetrack but stock driveability for the journey there and back.   (Reference 

WWW.TRACKEY.FORD.COM) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mustang News 

 

Ford’s new entry into NASCAR 
 

Submitted by Rich Cribben 

 

It was announced at the last regular season race at Las Vegas Motor Speedway last week, that 

the Mustang will be the race car representing Ford starting in 2019. 

 

It, of course, will be a highly modified version that 

they hope will return Ford back to the days of…  

“race on Sunday, sell on Monday.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 









Pizza Party 

 

 

 

Pizza party will be held at Red Devil Pizza at Mill and Southern in Tempe (208 W Southern Ave, Tempe, AZ, 

480-968-2155) on Saturday, November 10th at 4:30 p.m.  There should be room for 30-40 club members.  There 

is a sign-up sheet available at the club meetings. 

  

We can park our Mustangs together and then go have our pizza party.  It’s best to eat pizza first because it will 

get too busy later to accommodate all of us. 

  

See you then!  

Joice Lange 

Board Nominations 

The October general meeting on October 14th will also be the time to nominate individuals to serve on the 

board. The board will then elect the officers to serve for next year. You must be a member for at least a year and 

be in good standing with your dues. You can also be nominated by a fellow member if you are not at the meet-

ing but would need to be contacted if you wish to run.  



Newsletter Information 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Classified ads are free to club members and run for three months. 

Ads for non-members are $25.00 and run for three months.   

 

Classified ads are not to exceed 50 words and can include one photo (JPG format preferred)   

 

If you would like to place an ad in the newsletter, contact the editor  

Kathy Sebesta via email at: info@copperstatemustangclub.com. 

 

Deadline for submitting ads is the 20th of every month. 
 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
 

Members are encouraged to submit Mustang-related photographs and written material, such as 

personal stories, technical articles, etc.  JPG format photos are preferred.  Submission deadline 

is the 20th of every month and can be sent to the newsletter editor via the club email at: 

info@copperstatemustangclub.com .  If you have questions, please contact Kathy Sebesta at 

kjm@cox.net. 



Copperstate Mustang Club Holiday Party 

Holiday Party for 2018 

 

On Sunday, December 9, 2018 we will meet at the Holiday Inn and Suites located at 

1515 N. 44th Street in Phoenix (SE corner of 44th St. and McDowell) for our annual 

holiday party. 

 

The club meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m. with the lunch buffet to follow.  We will 

feast on turkey and beef tips and all the trimmings.  We will also enjoy camaraderie 

and good times with other Mustang lovers.  There is a possibility that Santa may 

make an appearance and children 11 years of age and under will receive a gift from 

Santa.  Santa’s elves just need to know the age and gender of each child so that he 

can have a proper gift for the child. 

 

Cost of the meal is $32.00 per adult and $14.00 per child age 6 to 11.  Children 5 

and under are free. 

 

So save the date and plan to join us at the Holiday Inn on December 9th.  It is a good 

time for all and the food is excellent. 

 

Phyllis Petrone 

 

 



COPPERSTATE MUSTANG CLUB HOLIDAY PARTY  

DECEMBER 9, 2018 

 11:00 A.M.  

HOLIDAY INN & SUITES 1515 N 44TH STREET  

PHOENIX, AZ  

 

MENU  

FRESH GARDEN SALAD WITH (2) DRESSINGS  

PASTA PRIMAVERA SALAD  

SLICED TURKEY WITH STUFFING  

BEEF TIPS 

GARLIC MASHED POTATOES  

HOME STYLE GRAVY  

WINTER SQUASH MEDLEY  

FRESH BAKED ROLLS AND BUTTER  

CHEF’S HOLIDAY SELECTION OF DESSERT  

ICED TEA, COFFEE, DECAF AND HOT TEA  

 

MEETING AT 11:00 AM 

 

 LUNCH TO FOLLOW  

 

Cost is $32.00 per adult, $14.00 per child aged 6 to 11 years of age, and free for children 5 years and under. 

Copperstate Mustang Club subsidizes the cost of each of these meals and therefore must limit the number 

of people attending to no more than 100.  So, get your reservations in early. I must have your reservation 

no later than December 4th. No exceptions will be made.  

 

NAME_________________________________________ 

 

 

NUMBER OF ADULTS_______________  

($32.00 PER ADULT)  

 

 

NAME(S), GENDER AND AGE OF CHILDREN______________________________________ 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ATTENDING__________________ 

($14.00 PER CHILD) 

 

TOTAL REMITTED  $ ________________  

 

Make checks payable to Copperstate Mustang Club and SEND RESERVATIONS TO:  

 

PHYLLIS PETRONE  

113 N. DANYELL CT. 

CHANDLER, AZ 85225 

(480) 857-1323 

Copperstate Mustang Club Holiday Party 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Oct 4  Monthly Board Meeting at Berge Ford.  ( US60 & Mesa Drive)  Meeting will start at 6:45pm in 

upstairs room. All welcome to attend. 

Oct 13 Car Show American Legion Post 35—Show time  9am to 1pm. Located at 2240 W Chandler 

Blvd., Chandler. Pre-Registration is $25.00 with T-Shirt, day of Show $25.00 NO T-Shirt. 

Oct 14 Car Show “Mustangs by the Bay”  in San Diego at Embarcadero Marina Park by Sea Port Vil-

lage. Go www.mustangclubsd.com and click on “Car Show” for  additional information on registra-

tion.  

Oct 14 Monthly Club Meeting at 1pm Mt. Olive Church Located 3546 E. Thomas Rd. Refreshments will 

be served.  Nominations for next year’s board members.  

Oct 20 Copperstate Mustang Club fall show will be held at Streetside Classics, 614 E Auto Center Dr., 

just east of Berge Ford. See flyer in newsletter for details. This is an “All Ford Show.”  

Oct 27 Vintage Wings and Wheels Car Show held at Falcon Field,  2017 N. Greenfield, Mesa.  For de-

tails go to www.southweststreetrods.com.  

Nov 1 Monthly Board Meeting at Berge Ford.  ( US60 & Mesa Drive)  Meeting will start at 6:45pm in 

upstairs room. All welcome to attend. 

Nov 3 Desert Sky Ford Powered and Mustang Show. Show from 9am to 1pm. $25.00 pre-registration. 

Contact John at mustangpower07gt@gmail.com for more information. 

Nov 10 Club Pizza Party Red Devil Pizza at Mill and Southern in Tempe, 4:30 p.m. (208 W Southern 

Ave, Tempe, AZ, 480-968-2155).  For additional information, see details inside newsletter. 

Nov 11 Monthly Club Meeting at 1pm Mt. Olive Church Located 3546 E. Thomas Rd. Refreshments will 

be served.  Voting for next year’s board will be held. 

Dec 1 6th Annual Kustom Karz for K-9’z and Katz. Held in downtown Ocotillo 2577 W. Queen Creek 

Rd. Chandler. To register contact Ralph Guariglio 480-247-7622, or email  

kokonuto@cox.net.  

Dec 8 TOYS for TOTS  sponsored by Berge Ford, Copperstate Mustang  Cub and Streetside Classics. 

Will be held at 614 E Auto Center Dr, Mesa.  More information to follow.  

Dec 9 Club Christmas Party at Holiday Inn—44th St and McDowell.  For reservation information, see 

flyer inside newsletter.  

   

  

  

http://www.southweststreetrod's.com
mailto:mustangpower07gt@gamil.com


PO Box 50309 

Phoenix, AZ  85076 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PROUD SPONSORS 


